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City Scores International Cycling Dream Team to Help Bring                  
New Cycling Corridors to Life in Victoria 

 

Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2015 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC –  Local engineering and planning firm, Urban Systems in partnership with leading international 
cycling organizations Gehl Studios, 8 80 Cities, and Alta Planning + Design have been awarded the contract to 
refine, design and support the implementation of a world-class cycling network for Victoria. 
 
“I thought staff were pulling my leg when they told me about the team we’d attracted to work on this 
project,” said Mayor Lisa Helps. “People are often saying, ‘look at Copenhagen to help shape the future of 
cycling in Victoria.’ With this team, we’re quite literally bringing Copenhagen to Victoria, along with other 
world-class expertise.”  
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY 

 

Who:  Gil Peñalosa, founder of 8 80 Cities and former Commissioner of Parks, Sport and Recreation 
for Bogotá and Andreas Røhl, former Bicycle Program Manager for the City of Copenhagen will 
be available to speak with the media 

What:  An opportunity to speak with international experts as they return from a biking tour of Victoria 
When:  Wednesday, September 9 
Where:   1 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.  – Meet at City Hall, near bike racks at Broad and Pandora intersection 
 
“Victoria has the potential to be the first Canadian city to have a world-class bicycle infrastructure,” said Gil 
Peñalosa, founder of 8 80 Cities and former Commissioner of Parks, Sport and Recreation for the City of 
Bogotá, Columbia. “Victoria is an ideal biking city—it’s compact, mild, and truly beautiful. A bikeable city 
brings multiple benefits, including improving physical and mental health, having a cleaner environment, 
stronger economic development and enhanced mobility for all.” 
 
Urban Systems’ Victoria-based team includes some of the most prominent global cycling experts including: 

• Gil Peñalosa, founder of 8 80 Cities and former Commissioner of Parks, Sport and Recreation for the 
City of Bogotá, Columbia; 

• Andreas Røhl, cycling specialist with Gehl Architects & Studio, and former Bicycle Program Manager 
for the City of Copenhagen;  

• and Mia Birk, President and CEO of Alta Planning + Design, and former Bicycle Program Manager 
for the City of Portland. 

 
The team will work to enhance the cycling network that was updated last year and identify four to eight 
priority corridors for construction over the next three years. Conceptual designs will be developed for each 
corridor. Community input collected last year, and global best practices in bicycle planning and design will 
be used to further refine the cycling network. 
 



In 2015, The City of Victoria committed to becoming a national leader in cycling infrastructure by building 
complete streets and by completing a multi-modal and active transportation network by 2018.  The focus 
of this will be ‘all ages and abilities’ cycling routes designed for people aged 8 to 80 and welcoming for 
even beginner cyclists. A first step is to identify and design these four to eight high quality cycling corridors 
by 2016.  
 
The network planning and conceptual designs are scheduled to be complete by the end of 2015. $7.75 
million has been dedicated for cycling and pedestrian improvements over the next three years. 
 
The community will be invited to share feedback on the priority corridors and conceptual designs in 
October.  To learn more about Victoria’s cycling network please visit www.victoria.ca/cycling. 
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For More Information: 

Katie Hamilton 
Director of Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning 
Office: 250.361.0210  
Mobile: 250.217.8343 


